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DRAFTED BY D/HA/ORM:LARTHUR:ND 
APPROVED BY D/HA/ORM:JLCARLIN 
ARA/APV - MR. GRAHAM (DRAFT) 

ARA/BC - MR. DRISCOLL (INFO) 

INS/CO - MR. BROBSON (INFO) 

282206Z 014309/73 

O R 282140Z DEC 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ASUNCION IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 312026 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, Cl, PA (RICARDO IGNACIO GOMILA VERGARA) 

SUBJECT: CHILEAN ASYLUM SEEKER 

REF: ASUNCION 5277 

1 . REFTEL HAS BEEN REPEATED TO GENEVA PER STATE 309214. 

2. WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY HELD THE OPINION THAT ASYLUM IS THE 
RIGHT AND RESPONSIBILITY OF THE COUNTRY IN WHICH THE REQUEST 
IS MADE. THIS THEN IS ESSENTIALLY A PARAGUAYAN/CHILEAN 
PROBLEM. PARAGUAY IS A SIGNATORY TO THE CONVENTION AND 
PROTOCOL RELATING TO THE STATUS OF REFUGEES WHICH IMPOSE 
CERTAIN OBLIGATIONS INCLUDING THE PROHIBITION AGAINST THE 
EXPULSION OF A REFUGEE TO A COUNTRY WHERE HIS LIFE OR 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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FREEDOM WOULD BE THREATENED ON ACCOUNT OF RACE, RELIGION, 
NATIONALITY, MEMBERSHIP OF A PARTICULAR SOCIAL GROUP, OR 
POLITICAL OPINION. WHILE WE WOULD BE SYMPATHETIC TO HIS 
DESIRE NOT TO RETURN TO CHILE IF SUCH A FEAR OF PERSECUTION 
IS INVOLVED, THE UNHCR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PROTECTION OF 
REFUGEES AGAINST FORCIBLE RETURN (REFOULEMENT). 
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3. WE HAVE INFORMALLY DISCUSSED CASE WITH INS/CO. THERE 
DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE ANY POSSIBILITY FOR PAROLE CONSIDERA- 
TION FOR GAMILA VERGARA AT THIS TIME. THEREFORE, UNLESS HE 

CAN OTHERWISE QUALIFY FOR U.S. IMMIGRANT VISA, HIS BEST 
ALTERNATIVE APPEARS TO BE UNHCR RESETTLEMENT ASSISTANCE. 

4. FOR GENEVA: U.S. MISSION IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE UNHCR 
OF THIS CASE. WHILE AMEMBASSY ASUNCION BELIEVES THAT 
FORCIBLE RETURN TO CHILE IS UNLIKELY BUT POSSIBLE, UNHCR'S 
GOOD OFFICES MAY BE SUFFICIENT TO PREVENT REFOULEMENT BY 
GOP. ADDITIONALLY, UNHCR MAY BE ABLE TO OBTAIN THIRD 
COUNTRY PLACEMENT, SUCH AS FRANCE OR ITALY WHERE GAMILA 
VERGARA HAS RELATIVES. 

5. PLEASE KEEP DEPARTMENT ADVISED OF STATUS OF THIS CASE. 

ROBINSON 
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